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The nearest nerghbors are the Woolseys on one side and the

Rogerses on the other. Be1 Air, the count,v seat, is three rli.les

away; the big city of Baltiurore some thirt,v miles of rough coach

ro:rd to the south and rvest.

Improvements are made. Orchards of peach, apple, and pear are

planted; fields of corn, cane sorghum, barley, and oats; a kitchen

garden of radishes, beets, and onions. A cherrv tree sprig is s.'t near

the front door and carefulll, tended. A granary, stables, barn, and

milking shed are br-rilt. Three 1arge, black Newfoundland dogs ar-

rive to patrol the grouncis. They are chained durins the da,v and

loosed ar night. The neighbors describe these dogs as savage.

Zigzag fences are erected or repaired. The mail is delivered on

horseback once a week, throu.n over the gate b1. a postboy, who

rvhistles through two fingers as he passes, driving the dogs to a

frenzy of holvling and rattling chains.

A secret family laroves into the secret cabin.

Srxrp,EN vEARS rASS. The family qrows, shrinks, grows. By 1838,

the children nurnber at nine, counting the one abor-rt to arrive

and the four r,vho are dead. Eventually there lvill be ten.

These children have:

A famous father, a Shakespearean actor, on tour more often

than at honre.

A paternal grandfather, skinny as a stork, u,ith white hair

rvorn in a single braid, his clothing also fifty years out of fashion,

breech trolrsers and buckle shoes. He's come from London to

help out durirrg their f-ather's long absences. He was once a lar,v-

yer. treasonably syrnpathetic to the American revolutionaries,

enthusiastic for all things American. Visitors to his London house

rvere made to borv before a portrait of George Washington. Norv

that he lives here. he ,r

Crusoe's rsland, hrnr., -

shore. He's rarel1, sob::

have been hoped.

An irrdulgent nr^

r)ranncrs. slte'd on,.'

Drury Lane. Shc'd tl' .

was astonished. sh.:: .

rnd handsottte. Hc .' .

speech righr thelc rr. :' .

r,vas the same rnan. "ti\

rsked u ithin rrrinur-,

she'J surprised hcr'.c :'

During rheil bri::'
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of Lord Byrort. .ini .

she'd agreed to rLln .r--

from there to Anrcr:-

Perhaps adventure',' .

After thcy'd left rhcir '
firsr child, after tlrcr .:

on a thousand-year lc....

onto it. only thcn .1i.1 ::

rtinc rrtonths of er'.r-r

be left here ivith hi..:-
'What 

else couli-l h. -r

she nright answer; he .,'

if they plrnncd to c,:

come along. There is ir,- .

ing shrew for a rvite. h. -

plan on having onc ..,: -
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So here she's been, on the farm, for sirteen years norv. For

seventeen vears, almost rvithout break, she's been eitirer exPect-

ine a babl, or nr.rrsing one. It lvi1l be t\vcntv cotttittnous ve.irs

befbre she's clone.

Later, she'11 te1l their children ir u,as Lord Bvron's poems that

tipped the scales. She'11 mean this as a caLltion but she'11 knorv rt

lvon't be taken as such. A11 her chrldren love a good romance.

None of the children knorv that they're a secrct. It rvil1 corle

as cluite a shock. Tl-rey've no cause for suspiciort. Much like the

secret cabin, e\/ervone they knolv ktrows they're here.

L
the P

Our Poli

Is it unrcasonable then to e

genius, coupled with ambiti,,

at soffie time, spring up afior

the peofle to be united with e

and generally intelligent, to :

InJanuary of lB3B. Lrr, -

of Springfield, his firsr .--

trventy-ninth birthd.rr', - .

lllinois Cenerul Asseu :-

postmaster, a surve\-or. -.:

Two horrific murci::,

a white, Form the hi...
I1'nching of' twentr -.rr-
Mclntosh was tied to .i ::
corrvened. the judg. rr..

ruther those abolition r,:,

one out by rrame-rh-
Lovcjov. Lovejoy thqrr :.
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nrob killed him anys,ay. In that tri.:r1, the jurv cl-rair had been part

of the rnob and rhe judge himself s.as called as a rvirness for the

defbnse. In neither case \\/ils anvone found guiltv.

The death of the r,,.hite m:rn, Lovejo,v, has a national impact.

This is a1legec1l1, the nroment John Ilrorvn decides to devote his

life to the eradication of slavery. But both rriurders aflect Lincoln

deeply. In his speech, he rvarns of tu,o possible threats to the re-

public. The first is found in the lalvless actions of the n-rob, the

second in the inevi.table ri.se someday of an aspiring dictator-. The

llravest peril r.vil1 come if the mob and the dictator unite.
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arrived, the robins are cxpected, and Rosaiie feels the tr-trn in her

breath. ir-i her bones. She is not cluite happv, but surprisingiv close

to i.t. She feels light. Perhaps tlie bad times are over.

Tlle mornent she registers the feeline, it slips alva,v. There is a

palpable relief rvhenever Father leaves on tol1r. Mail da,v is the

exception. By noon, Mother lvrll be reading a ietter front Father.

The letter i,vil1 be good or it ri,'i1l be bad. Mother lvill need her

desperately or she rvon't need hcr at all.

The skv above the trees is pale and bare and skims in reflecti.on

over the flat surface of the u,ater. It's not a warnl da1', but it's a drv

one. Rosalie is rvealing her shaw'l, her bonnet, and a pair of sturdv

boots that rr,.ere bor.rght solrle years aEIo for her brotherJune.

At sixteeu, June is the oldcst child. He's ofrin the barley fieids

this nrorning, because Father has read an article on sorne new

ltrtilizing technique and so it lnust be trred at once. Father is al-

r,vays irnpatient for the conrpletion of projects in rvhicl.r he has no

part. He often ber:ates his orvn father for lack of industry. Father

thinks Grandfather drinks too much.

Gra,dfather thrnks the sarle ol Father. Jfiel; quarrel about

this er-rdless1y rvhenever Father is hotne, olten from their custour-

ar)r chairs at the Churchville Tavern, rvhere all such argltmeltts

can be fueled by the jol11, god.

I{osaiie doesn't knou. rvhere her srandfather is-jtlst now. Since

her little brother Henry Byron clied, Grandfather is often hard to

find, and n1ostl,v they don't 1ook. He comes. He goes. Sometiures

he rnisses a mea1. but not often. He usecl to give the children 1es-

sons, but reallv this rv:rs just for Henry; nor-re of the other children

trre promisinq enoLlgh to interest hi.rr. Not Jtue, rvho is more

bralvn than brairrs, :r haudsonre, geniai disappointnrent they once

hoped rvouid be a doctor or larvver. Cer-tainly not llosa1ie.

Upslope, Mother appears at the door of rhe cabin, stands look-

ing across the lawn. Her

up like a €lreat globe. She

laces without Rosalie's h.

Her face is in the sr-l

rvarmth. She looks tired. i

nrent. like a young girl. ":

says, "srvimming abor,rc :

aging instantlv back inr,

play so near the water.'' S:

As if Rosalie is not u.,.

As if Asia will do anr ,

if you don't count the ir.,'.

but onlr recenrly nJnrc.'.

of her as Asia. Her parer:

ney. unable to choo.e i'-'
fronr Farher. "Let hcr i'.
first walked with man t:-.

dle nanre since she rt.r. :
pleased so they sun'elr:.
until she's grown cl)oLr -

In point of [act. A.i ,

Edrvin, Rosalie's I irr..

he does the way he d.'=.

collect pebbles and .c. j
Asia keeps taking thcnr ,:

Rosalie comes to kr...
one hand, and reaches -:

distracted momentarih :
and refracting. Asia car: -.

ily rescued. She hand. :.

on the hem of her skrr:
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